Approach

Vision 2020 Australia members have the knowledge and expertise to identify the crucial issues that need to be addressed and the strength of a united voice is only made possible by the collective membership working together.

Vision 2020 Australia engages with members to exchange views, share information, collaborate and develop policy positions, strategies and submissions to improve eye health and vision care for all Australians, including Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people, and across the region.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Vision 2020 Australia oversees four policy committees: Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people; Independence and Participation; Prevention and Early Intervention; and Global. Drawing on the knowledge, experience, and resources of the Committee’s broad and inclusive membership, the Committees are central to supporting Vision 2020 Australia’s key roles as an effective conduit to government, offering a unified and consistent voice and implementing the strategic plan. 

Further, the full support of the Australian Government and other policy makers, together with the right policies and appropriate resources, are needed to make eye health and vision care a priority.


1.
> Facilitate engagement with members and other relevant stakeholders to utilise expertise and knowledge in the development of Vision 2020 Australia’s position on prevention and earli intervention, independence and participation, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people eye health and Global service delivery.

> Initiate member consultations and senior-level briefings to inform sector leaders and government representatives.

> Identify opportunities to close the gap in eye health and vision care outcomes fo Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people.

> Advocate for the Australian Government to continue regional leadership in meeting obligations under the World Health Organization’s Universal Access to Eye Health: A Global Action Plan 2014-19 and the United Nations’ 2030 Sustainable development Agenda.


2.
> Work collaboratively with members to advocate for the delivery of programs to improve eye health and vision care outcomes in Australia and our region.


3.
> Collaborate with members and other relevant stakeholders to advocate for people who are blind or vision impaired, including Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people, to improve access to support and rehabilitation services.



 
4.
> Support the sector to identify evidence gaps and potential funding opportunities for research to improve the evidence base, evaluation and improved eye health outcomes that are culturally inclusive.


5.
> Employ innovative and coordinated approaches to health promotion and education, raising awareness of the symptoms of eye disease in at-risk communities, including Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people.

> Support effective communication initiatives which raise awareness of the availability of services and supports for people who are blind or vision impaired, including Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people.

> Increase information sharing to members, the Australian Government and other stakeholders through innovative communication channels.


6.
> Identify funding opportunities to deliver programs via the Global Consortium, fostering collaborative approach to program development and implementation of eye health and vision care development projects in our region.
