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Response to the Draft National Aged Care Advocacy Framework
Thank you for the opportunity to respond to the above Draft Framework. 
ABF is the peak body representing the blindness and vision impairment sector. As a member-based organisation, we have drawn on input from our membership to formulate a response to the Draft Framework, with particular emphasis on the implications for Australians who are blind or vision impaired. 
ABF strongly supports the view that every person in Australia has the fundamental right to live as independently as possible within the community. Due to the design of the National Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS) individuals who acquire a disability such as blindness or vision impairment over the age of 65 will not be covered by the NDIS and must rely on aged care services. Almost 75% of people who are blind or vision impaired are over the age of 65. 
Therefore, ABF has a very strong interest in ensuring the needs of people who are blind or vision impaired are included and recognised in any aged care services including aged care advocacy services.
As such, ABF is of the view that the Draft National Aged Care Advocacy Framework needs to be more closely linked with the following:
· United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UNCRPD) – Australia is a signatory to the UNCRPD, joining other countries around the world in a global effort to promote the equal and active participation of all people with disability. The core values of the convention are to promote, protect and ensure the full and equal enjoyment of all human rights and fundamental freedoms for all people with disability, and to promote respect for their inherent dignity. The Draft National Aged Care Advocacy Framework needs to recognise this important Convention.
· National Disability Strategy 2010-2020 (NDS)– this is a ten year national plan for improving life for Australians with disability, their families and carers, developed under the auspices of the Council of Australian Governments (COAG). The shared vision is for an inclusive Australian society that enables people with disability to fulfil their potential as equal citizens. The Draft National Aged Care Advocacy Framework needs to recognise and adhere to the NDS, particularly given people with disability are now seeking services in the aged care sector.
· National Disability Advocacy Framework – ABF acknowledges the Draft National Aged Care Advocacy Framework report states that the Government will be aligning this Framework with the National Disability Advocacy Framework, where appropriate. ABF urges the Productivity Commission to ensure that these two frameworks have a strong interface with mechanisms and linkages in place to ensure those people with disability in the aged care sector are receiving equal advocacy services.
Other issues
· Recognition of specialist needs – the Draft National Aged Care Advocacy Framework must ensure it includes reference to individuals with a disability and ‘specialist’ needs rather than ‘special needs’. Under the Aged Care Act 1997, ‘special needs’ refers to eight groups including people from Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities, people from non-English speaking backgrounds and people from the LGBTI community. It does not include people with disability.
· Specialist services – the Draft National Aged Care Advocacy Framework needs to give consideration to individuals with a disability under the aged care system who have specialist needs and require access to specialist services. Any aged care advocacy service needs to have specialist knowledge and training in representing individuals with a disability such as blindness or vision impairment and an understanding of the impact of vision loss and the range of likely needs and wants of a individual.
· Accessible information – any information, training and resources provided by Aged Care Advocacy services must ensure access to material for individuals with blindness or vision impairment. This involves ensuring all materials are in accessible formats and are provided to the consumer in their chosen format.
Thank you for the opportunity to respond to this report. If you have any queries, please contact Ms Jennifer Grimwade on 0499 018 779.
Yours sincerely

Tony Starkey
Director
Australian Blindness Forum
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