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ABF response to consultation on New Aged Care Short-Term Restorative Care Programme – October 2015
About the Australian Blindness Forum
The Australian Blindness Forum (ABF) was formed in 1992 and is funded only by its members. ABF is an Australian public company limited by guarantee and governed by a Board of Directors. ABF is the peak body representing blindness, low vision and rehabilitation in the blindness sector.
Membership of ABF is open to any organisation that has as its primary objects the provision of services to people who are blind or vision impaired, or whose activities are substantially connected with the welfare of people who are blind or vision impaired, and those whose activities are substantially related to the prevention of blindness.
ABF combines the voice of people who are blind or vision impaired with that of the specialist service providers across the sector. As Australia’s representative to the World Blind Union, the ABF has strong connections with the international blind and vision impaired community. 
ABF is represented in every state and territory of Australia and all major organisations providing services to Australians who are blind or vision impaired are members of ABF.
ABF comprises 17 blindness sector service providers whose expertise and knowledge is reflected in the following comments.
ABF Response
ABF appreciates the opportunity to provide a response to the Department of Social Services’ consultation on the New Aged Short-Term Restorative Care Program. ABF makes its response with a particular reference to the implications for Australians who are blind or have vision impairment.
ABF notes the consultation paper states the goal of the Short-Term Restorative Care Programme (STRC Programme) is to reverse and/or slow functional decline in older people with the aim of improving wellbeing.
ABF agrees with this goal, however, it must be understood that, with the introduction of the National Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS), people with blindness or vision impairment who are over the age of 65 now form part of the aged care sector. These people do not have the same generic aged care needs as others in the sector as their needs are very specialised.
Rehabilitation to overcome impairment of vision loss is a key part of any wellness, reablement and restorative program.
Eligibility
It is estimated by our members that there will be over 300,000 people with vision loss in the aged care sector. However, ABF would be very concerned if the STRC Programme was only accessible to individuals by hospital admission or as part of a transition program with the objective and outcome being to ensure the individual remains in their own home.
The majority of people with blindness or vision impairment do not come through these systems. They may come out of the medical system, for example, after being treated by an ophthalmologist and enter the rehabilitation sector where they access early intervention and rehabilitation and reablement services. These services are delivered ‘in-house’ by a specialist service provider. It is highly unlikely that people with blindness or vision impairment will be in a home care package. 
Therefore, ABF supports Option 2 outlined in the Discussion Paper as it is imperative that anyone can access the program, whether they are currently in a Commonwealth funded program or not. No one should be denied eligibility.
This is especially relevant to people with blindness or vision impairment over the age of 65 once the NDIS is rolled out in 2016 as it is unlikely that they will be on an aged care program or in a facility. They just have one special need and that is blindness or vision impairment.
Funding
The STRC Programme pays $190/day for up to 56 days per episode of care. This equates to a cap of $10,450 per episode of care. While this subsidy may seem adequate for most rehabilitation programs, it needs to take into account the cost of rehabilitation services that are necessary for the rehabilitation of someone with blindness or vision impairment.
The types of services a person with blindness or vision impairment will need to access include:
· Mobility training
· Independent living
· Recreation and leisure 
· Communications training
· Adaptive technology training
· Counselling.
People with blindness or vision impairment may also require further support such as provision of a guide dog.
The benefits of providing these rehabilitation services to a person with blindness or vision impairment over the age of 65 include:
· early intervention resulting in better outcomes
· less reliance on the aged care sector
· increased likelihood that the person will stay out of residential care
· increased wellbeing and less likelihood of depression of person with blindness or vision impairment.
Approved Provider Status
If an entity is approved as an NDIS provider and they comply with the National Standards for Disability Services, this should give them access to any client after the introduction of the Home Care Support Program (HCSP) in 2018. Only one provider status should be required and it should be outside the Aged Care Approvals Round (ACAR). 
Providers of specialist services for people with blindness or vision impairment such as mobility and equipment should not be required to go through ACAR or the abridged ACAR as outlined in the Discussion Paper. The needs of people with blindness or vision impairment are very different to the generic needs of those in the aged care sector and, as such, the providers of services in the blindness sector should not have to comply with the aged care criteria that is irrelevant to these providers. 
Conclusion
As stated above, the introduction of the NDIS has meant that people with blindness or vision impairment who are over the age of 65 now form part of the aged care sector. 
ABF is very concerned to ensure the needs of people with blindness or vision impairment are recognised and catered for in the aged care system, including the STRC Programme. 
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